
 
 

SUSTAINABLE FOOD REPORTS 
5 Years 2006 ï 2010 

This 5yr special report collects many sustainable food links from the period of 2006-10, 

each chosen for their contribution to providing more sustainable food and farming ï ie 

that which is healthier for people and the planet. The links are not necessarily 

comprehensive but they are representative of many of the players in sustainable food 

chains ï producers, governments, companies, consumers, civil groups and academics. 

 

These report links started life as a way of keeping our Sustainable Food Guide up to date.  

 

This Guide is designed for serious practitioners wanting to promote sustainable food at work..  

See end page for more on how to use the SFG. 

These report links show the diverse flavours of the various aspects of consumption/production 

that are bought into play when we start thinking about ósustainableô food. They each reflect the 

three main elements of sustainability ï the balance between the environmental, social and 

economic concerns. Some of the links are quite academic, some quite practical and some quite 

political. The links to sustainable food events are online elsewhere on our site. 

 

http://www.sustainablefood.com/guide
http://www.sustainablefood.com/news1.html
http://www.sustainablefood.com/
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Commentary 

 

The entries reflect changing emphasis over the years. Midway there was an increased concern 

for food security due to increased food prices, resulting from a combination of factors including 

increased biofuel production, poor harvests and increasing consumption in certain parts of the 

world. These price rises made everybody remember the importance of food, and that we cannot 

go on taking cheap food for granted. Some set about grabbing land, while others speculated on 

the markets. Some us tried to work out how we can produce more food more sustainably. 

Over the five years it is clear that many more now take the issues of food sustainability more 

seriously ï from the big companies laying out their plans for the next few years, to governments 

recognising the political significance of food production and consumption. The latest direction ï 

and long overdue ï is the linking of environmental concerns with health concerns. We always 

included health in our definition, as considered it nonsense to look for environmental ways to 

produce unhealthy food. 

Webby Ways 

 

We hope this provides a snapshot, from which you can follow up the threads which most 

interest you. All links (just press Control button and click mouse at same time to launch the web 

page) have been updated and are working as of the end of 2010. If you see some glaring 

omissions, please contact us (with of course rationale according to SF indicators measures or 

principles) through our website ï www.sustainablefood.com. For most of the last 5 yrs the site 

has been No1 when you googled ósustainable foodô, although we have been óbumped off to No 2 

in recent months. If you set up links to our site, we could get back to No 1!  
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2010  

December  

Wilfred Laurier University  Imaging Sustainable Food  Systems  (Ed Alison Blay -Palmer)asks 

"What de fines a sustainable food system? How can it be more inclusive? How do local and 

global scales interact and how does power flow within food systems? How to encourage an 

interdisciplinary approach to realizing sustainable food systems? And how to activate 
change?"  

Kellogg's  Charting Growth Sustainable Food Indicators  is designed to develop indicators for 

sustainable community -based food systems ( SCBFS), and to use these indicators to assess 

their current strength in the US and their growth. The vision guiding this project was one of 

greater viability and number of food systems that provide access for all communities to a 

safe and healthy food supp ly, grown in a manner that protects the environment and adds 

social and economic value to rural and urban communities."  Kellogg banned (June '10) fro m 

making false health claims  

Association of Public Health Observatories  says UK has highest level of obesity i n Europe 

and "revealed that the West Midlands was the fattest region in the European Union, with 
29% of adults classed as obese. The level was double that of the EU average of 14%."  

WHO Americas  Food System:  a prism of present and future  challenges for health promotion 

and sustainable development  says "in many cases, the best choices for health are also the 

best choices for the planet; and the most ethical and environmental choices are also good 

for health. But too frequently, the two agendas are dealt with in separate d ebates and policy 
arenas".  

Cargill & Ethical Corporation  Developing a sustainable supply chain  (pdf) outline how 'The 

Truvia enterprise offers consumers the  taste of natural sweet without the calories while 

making a responsible decision for the environment, the growers and themselves... our team 

embraced the opportunity to create a responsible and sustainable supply chain that delivers 
on its future promises. '  

Food Ethics Council  Food & Finance: Commodity Trading, Speculation and food prices  ask s a 

lot of questions, including ñhow effective are financial markets at channeling  agricul tural 

investment where it will best tackle food insecurity? ò 

Commission for Rural Communities (soon to be abolished by Coalition government)  Poverty 

among farming households (pdf)  says: "working longer hours, uncertainty of the farms 

future and increased paperwork due to government and EU regulations can impact on the 

mental health and well being of farmers and at times of need, farming hou seholds should 

receive the support of welfare benefits, like other citizens."  

November  

Dept of Health  Healthy lives healthy people , says  "We will protect and promote community 

ownership of green spaces and improve access to land so that people can grow their own 

food and work collaboratively with business and the voluntary sector through the Public 

http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calctitle=1&pageSubject=603&sort=pubdate&forthcoming=1&pagecount=2&title_id=9528&edition_id=12363
http://www.wallacecenter.org/our-work/current-initiatives/sustainable-food-indicators
http://topnews.co.uk/26085-kellogg-barred-making-faulty-health-claims
http://topnews.co.uk/26085-kellogg-barred-making-faulty-health-claims
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ukpress/article/ALeqM5ieAzbH5OtaMr-GfTWuHgDSMUhuMA?docId=N0136411292322895985A
http://www.iuhpeconference.net/downloads/en/Programme/White-Paper---The-Food-System.pdf
http://www.iuhpeconference.net/downloads/en/Programme/White-Paper---The-Food-System.pdf
http://www.iuhpeconference.net/downloads/en/Programme/White-Paper---The-Food-System.pdf
http://www.ethicalcorp.com/documents/Truvia12PageBriefing.pdf
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/606
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/farming_poverty.pdf
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/farming_poverty.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_122347.pdf
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Health Responsibility Deal with five networks on food, alcohol, physical activity, health at 
work and behaviour change."  

Soil Association spells out in ' A rock and a hard place : Peak phosphorus and the threat to 

our food security "the urgent need for farming to become less reliant on phosphat e rock -

based fertiliser."  

EU Commission  Blueprint for future CAP  outlines "outlines 3 options for the futur e direction 

of the CAP, in order to address these major challenges 1) adjusting most pressing 

shortcomings in the CAP through gradual changes; 2) making the CAP greener, fairer, more 

efficient, and more effective; and 3) moving away from income support and  market 

measures and focusing on environmental and climate change objectives. In all 3 options, 

the Commission foresees the  maintenance of the current system of 2 Pillars -  a 1st Pillar 

(covering direct payments and market measures, where rules are clearly  defined at EU 

level) and a 2nd Pillar (comprising multi -annual rural development measures)." See 
what  we propose for CAP.  

FAO create draft  definition of Sustainable Diet  and make recommendations for action, alo ng 

with an outline Code of Conduct at the symposium on  Biodiversity and Sustainable Diets  in 

Rome. "All are intended to promote the use biodiversity and food -based systems to improve 

human nutrition, particularly in poor rural areas, and hope also to  accelerate progress 
towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals ."  

Parliamentary Briefing (pdf)  on Sustainable Livestock Bill   and  Public Bodies Sustainable 

Food Bill  which  would " create a duty ... to prepare a Code for Sustainable Food to promote 

the procurement of healthy and sustainable food by public bodies. This could be made 

compulsory if uptake was not extensive enough. "  

International Journal of Agricultural Sustaina bility  asks  Top 100 Questions for future of 

Global Agriculture (pdf)  in "four overarching sections that reflect stages of the agricultural 

production system: (i) natural resource inputs;(ii) agronomic practice; (iii) agricultural 

development; and (iv) markets and consumption." We await the answers...  

Barill a Center for Food & Nutrition have developed a Double Pyramid  to help people select 

foods that contribute to a  Balanced Diet  from the Nutritional viewpoint but that are 

also  Sustainable  for the Environment. On the site, put your mouse over the area you wan t 

to find out more about...  

 

http://www.soilassociation.org/News/NewsItem/tabid/91/smid/463/ArticleID/1435/reftab/311/t/New-threat-to-global-food-security-as-phosphate-supplies-become-increasingly-scarce/Default.aspx
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1527&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.sustainablefood.com/fecncap.html
http://www.fao.org/ag/humannutrition/23781-0e8d8dc364ee46865d5841c48976e9980.pdf
http://www.fao.org/ag/humannutrition/biodiversity/meetings/en/
http://www.undp.org/mdg/acceleration.shtml
http://www.undp.org/mdg/acceleration.shtml
http://www.parliament.uk/briefingpapers/commons/lib/research/rp2010/RP10-071.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/publicbodiessustainablefood.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/publicbodiessustainablefood.html
http://www.fao.org/docs/eims/upload/284803/100%20questions.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docs/eims/upload/284803/100%20questions.pdf
http://www.barillacfn.com/en/pyramid-introduction
http://www.barillacfn.com/en/pyramid-introduction
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New York University  Center for Human Rights and Global Justice  Report  explores 

the  epidemic of land grabs  now sweeping across poor countries and delves behind the 

scenes in four countries, revealing who stands to win and lose in each of these large -scale 

land acquisitions. The findings build on previous work establishing the scope of the problem 
by   GRAIN , Friends of the Earth  and the  Oakland Institute . 

October  

DEFRA's Report of  Fruit and Veg etables Task Force.  At its final meeting on 12 October 2010 

(Coalition  cut), the task force agreed an  action plan  to deliver the proposals outlined in the 

report. One particular a spect of concern is  the planning process that " creates costly 

processes for local planning authorities and risks of legal challenges and losses for growers 
missing production seasons"  FVTF -  Planning  includes government's response  

International Food  & Agricultural Trade Policy Council Seminar in Brazil on  Carbon Standards 

in Agricultural Production and Trade  examined " growing concerns about greenhouse gas 

emissions from agriculture and land use change have led to a large number of carbon 

standards, some of them based on ñlife cycle analyses,ò which seek to measure the entire 

carbon footprint of a par ticular product from its production to its consumption, and 
sometimes also seek to encompass indirect impacts."  

Walmart  unveils global  Sustainable Agriculture Goals  because "Walmart is uniquely 

positioned to make a positive difference in food production -  for farmers, communities and 

customers. Our efforts will help increase farmer incomes, lead to more efficient use of 

pesticides, ferti lizer and water, and provide fresher produce for our customers.ò It plans to 

double the sales of fresh produce from local farms in its U.S. stores by the end of 2015. 

Unilever's plans for  Sustainable Agricultural Sourcing  

Leaked  CAP discussion document  in  Farmers Weekly  says 'the future CAP  should contain a 

greener and more eq uitably distributed first pillar, and a second pillar focusing more on 
competitiveness and innovation, climate change and the environment'.  Key part  

September  

Caroline Spelman @  EFRA Select C ommittee  said: "the direction of travel thatôs emerging 

among European agricultural ministers is a recognition that taxpayers in Europe are 

increasingly going to expect public goods, as well as food, to be sustainably produced. I 

think weôre likely to see as part of the CAP reform discussion an interesting debate about 

what taxpayersô money should be used on to achieve the multiple objectives of 

environmental protection, sustainable food production and rural development."  (see 
also  Coalition )  

Figures for food self sufficiency  have dropped to 59%, a 42  yr low, although not signif icantly 

different from average of 60% of last 5 years. (On site: click 'Self Sufficiency in Food' to 

download spreadsheet with stats for last 50 odd years). Possible reasons for gradual decline 
include Foot and Mouth, Single Far m Payments and lots of cheap foreign food...  

The Taylor Review of Agricultural Science  says:  " for science to really make a difference in 

boosting production sustainably in the UK, the right skills, mechanisms, incentives, rewards 

and benefits must be in place in academia and in industry all along the supply chain. This 

paper explores the specific a nd targeted policies which are needed, and must be driven by 
strong and visionary leadership by Government." (see also  Coalition )  

http://www.chrgj.org/projects/docs/landreport.pdf
http://farmlandgrab.org/
http://www.grain.org/briefings/?id=212
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/aug/30/biofuels-land-grab-friends-of-the-earth
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/?q=node/view/526
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/policy/partnership/fvtf/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/policy/partnership/fvtf/documents/action-plan.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/policy/partnership/fvtf/documents/briefing-fv-planning.pdf
http://www.agritrade.org/events/SaoPauloSeminar.html
http://www.agritrade.org/events/SaoPauloSeminar.html
http://walmartstores.com/pressroom/news/10376.aspx
http://www.unilever.com/sustainability/environment/agriculture/
http://www.fwi.co.uk/Articles/2010/10/07/123886/Brussels-proposes-abolishing-direct-payments.htm
http://www.sustainablefood.com/images/cap.JPG
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmenvfru/uc466-i/uc466-i.htm
http://www.sustainablefood.com/coalition.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/foodfarm/browsebysubject/trade.htm
http://www.conservatives.com/News/News_stories/2010/09/Conservatives_announce_recommendations_of_Taylor_Review.aspx
http://www.sustainablefood.com/coalition.html
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August  

Royal Society  special open access edition  'Food security:  Feeding the world in 2050'  (and as 

part of the UK Foresight Programme) provides a variety of contributions, from those 

confident of producing eno ugh food from the same amount of land, through those who 

consider that a radical rethink is needed to reduce the dependence on oil (for70% energy 

input), to those who are worried that seven ñcompanies are accumulating intellectual 

property to an extent tha t...represents a threat to the global commons in agricultural 

technologyò. 

Walmart  with EDF  have produced a  Supplier GHG Innovation Program: Guidance 

Document  following their commi tment in February of 2010: "to reducing 20 million metric 

tons of carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e) from its products lifecycles and supply chains 
between calendar year 2010 and 2015" (= emissions from 3.8 million cars).  

Nature  special edition " Can science feed the world"  says:  "What is needed is a second green 

revolution ð an approach that Britain's Royal Society aptly describes as the 'sustainable 

in tensification of global agriculture'. Such a revolution will require a wholesale realignment 
of priorities in agricultural research."  

FEC's Food  & Fairness  Inquiry  Report  Food  Justice  finds "that injustice is 

widespread throughout the UK and global food system; and it shows how 

a fairer food system is central to achieving wider sustainability and 

health goals."  

Much more theoretical: Environment & Planning Special Issue Ethical 

Foodscapes - promises, premises and possibilities 

 

July  

Our Life  new web site  Talking Food, Taking Action  says that "Food and diet are a huge 

concern for the North West and Our Life believes our current foo d system is bad for people's 

wellbeing and health. But, where would we start in making things better?  " Our Charlie is on 

their Oversight Panel  

DEFRA Draft Structural Reform Plan  is to "1) Support and develop British farming and 

encourage sustainable food production  2)  Help to enhance the environment and biodiversity 

to improve quality of life 3) Support a strong and sustainable green economy, resilient to 

climate change" -  all manly through voluntary action. Keep an eye on  what Coalition is 

doing to Food n  Farming  

Tim Lang  in Guardian article  "Food  Standards Agency What a Carve Up"  says "The last 

government ...was trying to steer the FSA to be lead body on creating integrated advice to 

consumers. The coalition is ditching this idea. It now would ne ed to turn to three bodies 
even to start talking to itself!"  

http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/365/1554.toc
http://blogs.edf.org/innovation/2494-2/?redirect=walmartghg
http://blogs.edf.org/innovation/2494-2/?redirect=walmartghg
http://www.nature.com/news/specials/food/index.html
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/465
http://www.envplan.com/contents.cgi?journal=A&volume=42&issue=8
http://www.envplan.com/contents.cgi?journal=A&volume=42&issue=8
http://www.ourlife.org.uk/campaigns/campaign-homepage/talking-food-taking-action/
http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/07/16/structural-reform-plan/
http://www.sustainablefood.com/coalition.html
http://www.sustainablefood.com/coalition.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/jul/21/fsa-what-a-carve-up
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Joe Hanlon  in  Just Give money to the poor  says "that dozens of countries 

now give money to the poor with no strings,, in order to encourage local 

initiativesô and local development." It is just those in the West who don't 

trust the poor -  that is apart from Sarah Palin who gives more per capita in  

Alaska than anywhere else.  

World Development Movement  in  The Great Hunger Lotte ry  has compiled "extensive 

evidence establishing the role of food commodity derivatives in destabilising and driving up 

food prices around the world. This in turn, has led to food prices becoming unaffordable for 

low - income families around the world, parti cularly in developing countries highly reliant on 
food imports."  

New Scientist  in  "What the beef wit h meat?"  imagines "what would happen if the whole 

world decided to eliminate meat, milk and eggs from its diet, then traces the effects as they 
ripple throughout agriculture, the environment and society. The result may surprise you."  

National Research Councils of  (US) National Academies Towards 

Sustainable Agricultural Systems in the 21st Century "reviews the state 

of knowledge on farming practices, technologies and management 

systems that have the potential to improve the environmental, social and 

economic sustainability of agriculture, and it discusses the tradeoffs and 

risks that might occur if more farms were to adopt those practices, 

technologies, and systems 

Centre for Alternative Technology  ZeroCarbonBritain2030  Chap 

7 says "the land use s ector can completely decarbonise itself, mop up 

the residual emissions from the rest of the UK economy, and at the 

same time deliver improved food security, healthier diets and 
enhanced biodiversity."  

June  

EU Committee on Agriculture &  Rural Development (R apporteur George Lyon)  Report on the 

future of the Common Agricultural Policy after 2013  says "the new CAP will have to face 

new and demanding challenges with a view not me rely to meeting the food consumption 

needs of European citizens with adequate quality products, addressing the difficulties 

relating to world food security, ensuring the functioning of the agricultural markets and 

supporting the income of the agricultural sector but also preserving the environment in all 
parts of Europe and responding to climate change"  

National Institute for Health and Clinical Ex cellence (NICE)  new  public health guidance  says 

that "up to 40,000 deaths from heart disease and stroke could be prevented each year by 

reducing the levels of salt and saturated fat in our food"  and regrets that "the EU has voted 

to go for the guideline dietary amount scheme instead  of the traffic lights".  MEP's decision 
on GDA  v Traffic lights (also includes extension of origin labeling).  

http://www.ssrc.org/features/view/joseph-hanlon-just-give-money-to-the-poor/
http://www.wdm.org.uk/food-speculation/great-hunger-lottery-how-banking-speculation-causes-food-crises?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=food
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20727691.200-veggieworld-why-eating-greens-wont-save-the-planet.html
http://beginningfarmers.org/national-research-council-report-toward-sustainable-agricultural-systems-in-the-21st-century/
http://beginningfarmers.org/national-research-council-report-toward-sustainable-agricultural-systems-in-the-21st-century/
http://www.zcb2030.org/
http://www.sustainablefood.com/CAP2013.PDF
http://www.sustainablefood.com/CAP2013.PDF
http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/news/CuttingSaltAandFatLevels.jsp
http://euobserver.com/19/30301
http://euobserver.com/19/30301


Sustainable Food Reports 5yrs  
 

8 
 

May  

Lang &  Clutterbuck  argue in online Guardian article  Food can help cut Fiscal Deficit  what 

better way to "save £6bn this year rising to £10bn per year next year and ever after ï with 

no public sector cuts or increases in taxes? And, what if this also boosted the green 

economy, creating jobs? And met consumer demand? And helped improve health?" than 
grow more of our own food -  at present responsible for £15b deficit.  

Science Magazine  Pest munches China Crops as GM crop sprays halt  "a once minor pest ( a 

mired insect ) has ravaged fruit orchards and cotton fields in China after farmers stopped 

spraying insecticide in crops of a genetically -modified type of cot ton resistant to bollworms".  

Jeremy Harding in London Review of Books  What we are about to receive  says "Scientists, 

policy analysts, nutritionists, campaigners ï call t hem the food observatory...has warned us 

weôll have to countenance a change in the way we eat ï and so will the next government. 

Drifting into uncharted waters on a raft of voluntary codes with a sail rigged for propitious 

trade winds seems like a form of madness."  

3D  Exploring the Global Food Supply Chain. Markets, Companies, Systems (pdf)  Find out, 

what is the level of market concentration in the global agrifood industr y, and how countries 

around the globe are responding to the homogenisation of plant variety protection brought 
about by the TRIPS agreement.  

April  

Food Ethics Council  Ethics: A toolkit for Businesses  "helps businesses get to grips with daily 

dilemmas about where their products come from, and who or what is affected by them, and 
introduces key ideas in ethics, and provides a framework for decision -making."  

Election  "Food is as political as ev er"  says  Food Ethics Council's  What's on the menu for 

polling day? . "The parties are divided over the future for farming and envir onmental 

protection. But do any of the parties go far enough in supp lying a food system that is fair to 

people and the planet?".  Details in pdf.  Conservative Manifesto 'Promoting Sustainable 

Farming' p96 -7 will abolish the Wages Board. Shadow Environment's  'Sustainable Food 

Procurement' . Tories to expose public procurement of foreign food . Labour Manifesto 

'Sustainable farming,  healthy food'  (para 8.5) will create a Supermarket Ombudsman.  

Libdem Manifesto  offers a fair deal for the countryside and fair trade for farmers.  Green 

Party  will localise the food chain.  UKIP  will sit directly on WTO.  See Coalition  for what has 
happened since.  

The EU Commission  has launched a  Consultation for CAP post 2013  that invites all 

EU cit izens and organisations to take part in the debate. "The Common Agricultural Policy is 

for all of society. It is your policy, not just for farmers. European agriculture is about food 

security, but also about landscapes, employment, e nvironment, climate change."  See what 
we say  

According to  Eurobarometer 336 (pdf),  the European p ublic consider "the main priority for 

the CAP should be ensuring agricultural products that are of good quality, healthy and safe 

(59%). Ensuring reasonable food prices (49%), protecting the environment and ensuring a 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/may/17/food-help-cut-fiscal-deficit
http://in.reuters.com/article/domesticNews/idINTOE64A04N20100513
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v32/n09/jeremy-harding/what-were-about-to-receive
http://www.3dthree.org/pdf_3D/3D_ExploringtheGlobalFoodSupplyChain.pdf
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/392
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/407
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/407
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/system/files/Electionbriefing.pdf
http://www.conservatives.com/Policy/Manifesto.aspx
http://www.conservatives.com/Policy/Manifesto.aspx
http://www.nickherbert.com/news.php/304/Public%20sector%20must%20say%20how%20much%20food%20is%20local
http://www.nickherbert.com/news.php/304/Public%20sector%20must%20say%20how%20much%20food%20is%20local
http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/Tories-set-to-expose-buyers.6248590.jp
http://www2.labour.org.uk/manifesto-splash
http://www2.labour.org.uk/manifesto-splash
http://www.sustainablefood.com/(EmptyReference!)
http://issuu.com/libdems/docs/manifesto?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/light/layout.xml&showFlipBtn=true&proShowMenu=true
http://www.general-election-2010.co.uk/green-party-manifesto-2010-general-election/green-manifesto-2010-farming-food-and-animal-protection
http://www.general-election-2010.co.uk/green-party-manifesto-2010-general-election/green-manifesto-2010-farming-food-and-animal-protection
http://www.general-election-2010.co.uk/ukip-manifesto-2010-general-election/ukip-manifesto-2010-food-farming-and-the-countryside
http://www.sustainablefood.com/coalition.html
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/debate/index_en.htm
http://www.sustainablefood.com/fecncap.html
http://www.sustainablefood.com/fecncap.html
http://www.rte.ie/news/2010/0331/agriculture.pdf
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fair standard of living for farmers (b oth 41%) are also given a high position on the public 
agenda."  What we say about CAP . 

March  

Institute for Social and Educational Research (ISER)  Working Paper  Healthy school meals 

and Educational Outcomes  "uses the "Jamie Oliver Feed Me Better" campaign to evaluate 

the impact of healthy school meals on educational outcomes" and "finds evidence that 

healthy school meals did improve educational outcomes, in particular in English and 
Science". See our News for  Jamie in USA  

DEFRA  2nd Report of Food Policy Advisers  says "The Government should use the 

year ahead to implement its new  food strategy, Food 2030, in the well - founded expectation 
that it can help to deliver a healthier, happier, wealthier and greener society".  

Food Standards Agency,  working with more than 40 major UK caterers, has new web page 

of  Health Catering requirements  that sets out "activities of each company captured in a 

commitments document, which has sections on procurement, menu pl anning, kitchen 

practice and consumer information. The commitments vary according to the type of 

business and food served and provide an overview of what each company is doing to 

support the Agencyôs priorities to reduce salt, saturated fat and energy intake; to promote 

healthier options and to provide consumers with more information".  

Welsh Assembly Government  Land Use Climate Change Report 's "emphasis is on 

maintaining intensive dairy, sheep and beef sectors while diversifying and increasing 

vegetable crops. In the longer term, the report recommends development of a more radical 
approach where much of the cattle herd is housed and methane emissions are captured."  

Equality & Human Rights Commission  (EHRC)  Inquiry into the employment & recruitment in 

Meat and Poultry Processing Sect or (pdf)  found "there are significant challenges facing the 

industry if it is to uphold ethical standards and effectively promote equality and inclusion. 

We found evidence of widespread poor treatment of agency workers, particularly migrant 

and pregnant wo rkers, both by agencies and in the meat processing factories." In the same 

week,  Unite the Union and ASDA sealed a deal  to treat all their agency workers the same as 

permanent staff. Look out in next few weeks for Tesco, M&S, Co -op and Waitrose to launch 
their  online  Ethical Growers Handbook -  produced by guess who? EP@W Ltd!  

Countryside Survey of Great Britain  contradicts that soils have lost carbon across England 

and Wales 1978 -2003 of about 100mt according to the National Soil Inventory examined 

by  P.Bellamy  et al ,  Nature,  Vol 437, 8.9.2005  (complete pdf) . So an independent inquiry is 

in place (see  Observer article March 2010 ). Our verdict:  This is far to important to be left to 
a couple of statisticians..lets have an open debate.  

 

http://www.sustainablefood.com/fecncap.html
http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/publications/working-papers/iser/2009-01
http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/publications/working-papers/iser/2009-01
http://www.sustainablefood.com/news1.html#Anchor-Jami-53726
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/policy/council/pdf/cfpa-rpt-100315.pdf
http://www.food.gov.uk/healthiereating/healthycatering/cateringbusiness/commitments
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/farming/landuseclimatechangegroup/?lang=en
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Inquiries/meat_inquiry_report.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Inquiries/meat_inquiry_report.pdf
http://money-news.dailyfinance.co.uk/article/2010/03/04/bid_to_boost_agency_workers_terms
http://www.countrysidesurvey.org.uk/news.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v437/n7056/abs/nature04038.html
http://www.sustainablefood.com/guide/BellamyetalNature2005.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/mar/07/carbon-dioxide-global-warming-soil
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February  

DEFRA's new  Evidence Investment Strategy 2010 -13  says "modest reorientation of priorities 

from such areas as animal welfare and pesticides towards areas s uch as water, biodiversity, 

soils and climate change would improve both the overall impact of our investments on the 

delivery of Defraôs strategic objectives and our ability to respond to the big evidence 
challenges."  

 

UNEP Year Book 2010  says " The nitrogen cycle is in hyperdrive.  A 

major study in 2009 identified human interference in biogeochemical 

cycles, particularly the nitrogen cycle, as one of three key areas where 

óplanetary boundariesô have been crossed, threatening Earthôs habitability. 

The others are climate change and the rate of biodiversity loss An 

estimated 120 million tonnes of atmospheric nitrogen per year is 

converted into reactive forms through human processes, mai nly the 

manufacturing of fertilizers and the cultivation of leguminous crops such 

as soybeans". The "planetary boundary" is estimated in the Yearbook to 

be about 35mt/reactive  N/yr, so we are exc eeding that level over 

3X.  More about Nitrogen in our Sustainable  Food  Guide  

IUF launch website  McJobs  carrying stories of what it is like to work fo r the world's biggest 

hamburger company, including details of an agreement that McDonalds has reached with 

labour and environmental organisations in the states, "to survey its U.S. potato suppliers, 

compile a list of best practices in pesticide reduction a nd recommend those best practices to 

its global suppliers. It also will share its findings with investors and include the findings in its 

annual corporate social responsibility report.".  

Science  publishes  Special Online Collection: Food Security  that "examines the obstacles to 

achieving global food security and some promising solutions. News articles introduce 

farmers and researchers who are finding ways to boost harv ests, especi ally in the 

developing worldé.We have perhaps 40 years to radically transform agriculture, work out 

how to grow more food without exacerbating environmental problems, and simultaneously 
cope with climate change."  

Global Environmental Change  publishes  The Story of Phosphorus: Global food security and 

food for thought  "Current global reserves may be depleted in 50 ï100 years. While 

phosphorus demand is projected to increase, the expected global peak in phosphorus 

production is predicted to occur around 2030. The exact timing of peak phosphorus 

production might be disputed....This paper puts forward the case for includ ing long - term 
phosphorus scarcity on the priority agenda for global food security."  

RELU asks  What is Land for?  "Use of land is one of the principal drivers of global 

environmental change,  and, in turn, environmental change, particularly climate change, will 

increasingly influence the use made of land as communities strive to adapt to, and mitigate, 

the effects of a changing climate é. Gordon Brown stressed the ócore responsibilityô of British 

farmers to ógrow and produce the majority of food consumed by the British peopleôò Farmers 

and their advisors have been quick to embrace the ónew productivism ô". 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/science/how/strategy.htm
http://www.unep.org/yearbook/2010/
http://www.sustainablefood.com/guide/nitrogenissue.html
http://www.iuf.org/mcjobs/chooselanguage.html
http://www.sciencemag.org/special/foodsecurity/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VFV-4VKDGR7-1&_user=10&_coverDate=02/11/2009&_rdoc=2&_fmt=high&_orig=browse&_srch=doc-info(%23toc%236020%239999%23999999999%2399999%23FLA%23display%23Articles)&_cdi=6020&_sort=d&_docanchor=&_ct=22&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=b95e0bcb541710ec874822583b4d2d32
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VFV-4VKDGR7-1&_user=10&_coverDate=02/11/2009&_rdoc=2&_fmt=high&_orig=browse&_srch=doc-info(%23toc%236020%239999%23999999999%2399999%23FLA%23display%23Articles)&_cdi=6020&_sort=d&_docanchor=&_ct=22&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=b95e0bcb541710ec874822583b4d2d32
http://www.relu.ac.uk/book1stchapter/bookframe.html
http://www.esrs2009.fi/2_3.html
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January  

Food Standards Agency  Integrated Advice to Co nsumers  (pdf) discusses the research 

"undertaken to gauge consumer attitudes and reactions to the concept of a website 

providing integrated government advice for consumers in relation to food safety, healthy 

eating and environmental and wider sustainability issues."  

All Party Parliamentary Group  Why No Thought for Food?  asks "wh y has the (UK) 

Government consciously and deliberately run down its support for agriculture in 
international development when it once led the world ï why no thought for food?"  

Lifeworth Consulting  Capitalism in Question  describes "how politicians and even business 

leaders are calling for more critical assessment of what kind of economic system we need 

for a fair and sustainable fut ure" and reviews the main books that "seek to do something 
that previously seemed neither necessary or interesting ī to defend capitalism.ò  

Dan Morgan  (he of " Mer chants of Grain ") in  The Farm Bill and Beyond  explains "At the White 

House, President Obama has proposed cutting some key subsidies, and he has  signaled 

interest in aligning himself -  at least symbolically -  with a gras s roots movement that 

supports ósustainable agriculture ô and óhealthy foods ô.  These developments have moved 

long -standing tensions over agriculture policy to center stage".  Latest comments from Dan 
Morgan . 1 in 8 Americans now use Food Coupons . 

FCRN & WWF -UK How Low Can We Go   found that the usual account for the food chain is 

around 20% of the UKôs greenhouse gas emissions. "However, this newly published report 

find s that, once food related land use change impacts are included in the calculation, the 

contribution from food rises to 30% of the UK total." It then goes on to look at scenarios for 
reducing this by 70% by 2050 in line with all government targets.  

Corinna Hawkes  edits  Trade, Food, Diet and Health: Perspectives and Policy Options  that 

"examines the role global food trade has played in the rise in diet - rel ated chronic illness, 

looking carefully at how the trade of food across national borders, international and regional 

trade agreements, the process of trade and investment liberalization, and the growth of 
transnational food corporations affects what people  eat and, by implication, their health."  

 

Defra  launch their new Food Strategy called  Food 2030  @ Oxford 

Conference saying:  "With a growing population, climate change and the 

pressure we are putting on land, we will have to produce more food 

sustainably. We also need to provide the right information for people to 

make more informed choices about what they eat. Diet will have a huge 

impact not only on our health and our economy, but most importantly on 

sustainability." Includes  Indicators for a Sustainable Food System.  

Heinrich Boll Foundation  Climate Change and the Right to Food  study "proposes concrete 

methods by which institutions can address climate change problems and realize th e right to 

food symbiotically, in compliance with the principles of systemic integration under 

international law."  

http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/iacreport.pdf
http://www.agricultureandfoodfordevelopment.org/inquiry.html
http://www.lifeworth.com/consult/2010/02/annualreview/
http://www.amazon.com/Merchants-Grain-Profits-Companies-Center/dp/0595142109
http://www.gmfus.org/cs/publications/publication_view?publication.id=67
http://www.gmfus.org/cs/experts/expert_profile?expert.id=108
http://www.gmfus.org/cs/experts/expert_profile?expert.id=108
http://www.presstv.ir/detail.aspx?id=112528&sectionid=3510212
http://www.fcrn.org.uk/fcrnPubs/index.php?id=6#181
http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1405199865,descCd-tableOfContents.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/strategy/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/strategy/indicators.htm
http://www.law.columbia.edu/null/download?&exclusive=filemgr.download&file_id=154102
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2009 

December 

etc  Group  "Who will Feed Us?"  asks what the FAOs  Commission on Genetic 

Resources  which met recently &  quietly in Rome "to review the preparedness of the 

international community to adapt and develop crops, livestock, aquatic and microbial 

genetic resources used in food and agriculture to address climate change. ñ The meeting 

also considered the political and corporate constraints that could prevent a major strategic 

shift to achieve our food security".  

Sustainability  produced a special issue " Renewable Agriculture " which opens with: 
"For centuries the perceived need for an immediate and dramatic increase in 
agricultural produ ction has been a theme throughout the developed world. But only 

very recently, and with less urgency, has society recognized the need for the true 
sustainability of agricultural production. For long - term sustainability, agriculture 

must have the capacity f or renewal". One of the 10 artic les is about Concentration 
in the seed industry , just in time for the leaks of secret documents ( USA Today ) 
showing " how the world's biggest seed developer is squeezing competitors, 

controlling smaller seed companies and protecting its dominance over the 
multibillion -dollar market for genet ically altered crops".  

 

Oxfam GB & IIED Fair Miles: Recharting the Food Miles Map says 

that "while food miles loom large in our carbon-aware times, 

transporting it counts for less than you might think. And there is a 

far bigger picture. Food is more than a plateful of emissions." 

Research Councils' Part nership  launch a new website ï www.foodsecurity.ac.uk  ï " 
to explore the issues around the looming challenge of feeding a global population 

predicted to reach 9bn by 2050, and the world -class UK research already un derway 
to help avert a potential crisis."  

Sustainable Development Commission  Setting the Table  advises the government 
that "developing a better u nderstanding of a sustainable diet is essential for 

government to achieve its objective of óa sustainable, secure and healthy food 

http://www.etcgroup.org/en/node/4921
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability/special_issues/renewable-agriculture
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/1/4/1266
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/1/4/1266
http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/food/2009-12-14-monsanto-practices_N.htm
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/resources/policy/climate_change/fair-food-miles
http://www.foodsecurity.ac.uk/
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications.php?id=1033
http://www.sustainablefood.com/reports09.html
http://www.sustainablefood.com/reports09.html
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supplyô. Not only would this provide more coherent messages to consumers, but it 
would also help clarify what is required of the supply chain".  

Institute for Agriculture & Trade Policy (IATP)  Climate Series  concludes that "to effectively 

address global climate change, policy solutions must support a transition  toward more 

sustainable agriculture systems that recognize the critical role agriculture plays in the world 
".  

Charlie Clutterbuck (Our Director)  has two articles:  

On Sustainable Food Security  in Environment 

Industry Magazine : "We need to produce 

more food, more sustainably, and while this 

applies worldwide it is even more crucial to 

do so in the UK"  (p40 -43)  

 

In Food Ethics Council's new special issue (as 

one off its free!):  Climate Change: Food and 

farming after Copenhagen  which assesses 

"the effects of climate change on agriculture, 

and analyses how agriculture affects global 

warming." Our Charlie takes part in the Big 

Question (p24) t o encourage investment in 

carbon farming.  

November  

Save the Children's  Hungry for Change  report proposes "  to governments an eight -step 

package  to improve the diets of  pregnant women and children under the age of two, and 

thereby to help prevent hunger and malnutrition"; pack age component 3 of which talks 

about nutrition friendly agriculture. "Agricultural policies must be adopted that are designed 

specifically to incre ase the incomes of the poorest sections of society and take into account 
the difficulties they face in accessing land, inputs and labour."  

National Consumer Council on how superma rkets can  make greener shopping easier.  "Some 

UK supermarkets are doing more to help customers shop sustainably, but others are lagging 

well behind according to report by Consumer Focus, called  Green to the core? It found that 

the gap between the best and worst performing supermarkets has got wider since the first 
survey in 2006 "  

Rapporteur at the World Summit on Food Security ,  Olivier de Shutter, gave the  26th 

McDougall Memorial lecture (pdf) , and  made a short statement saying:  "We are now at a 

critical juncture, in which the tension between supporting small  scale agr iculture and 

sustainable modes of farming, on the one hand, and pushing for more competition on 

http://www.iatp.org/climate/index.php?q=climateseries
http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1in3f/EnvironmentIndustryM/resources/index.htm?referrerUrl=http://www.yudu.com/item/details/102771/Environment-Industry-Magazine-November-Decemeber
http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1in3f/EnvironmentIndustryM/resources/index.htm?referrerUrl=http://www.yudu.com/item/details/102771/Environment-Industry-Magazine-November-Decemeber
http://fec.tomato.netuxo.co.uk/node/367
http://fec.tomato.netuxo.co.uk/node/367
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/54_9544.htm
http://www.consumerfocus.org.uk/?s=make+greener+shopping+easier+
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/018/k6518e.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/018/k6518e.pdf
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increasingly globalized food markets dominated by large agribusiness corporations often 

tempted to depress the wages of agricultural laborers, on the other hand , is more and more 

visible". More on  Olivier de Schutter UN  Rapporteur on Right to Food  Latest  Schutter quotes  

FoE & CiWF Eating the Planet:  How we can feed the world without trashing it  found "that a 

global diet equivalent to eating mea t three times a week would allow equal nutrition for all 

with forests remaining untouched, animals farmed in free - range conditions and greener 
farming methods used."  

October  

 

Oakland Institute  The Great Land Grab: Rush for Worldôs Farmland 

Threatens Food Security for the Poor , the sounds the alarm on the 

threat that land grabbing poses to food security and livelihoods. Land 

grabs --  the purchase (or long lease) of vast tracts of land from poor, 

developing countries by wealthier, food - insecure nations and private 

investors -- have become a widespread phenomenon, with foreign 

interests seeking or securing between 37 million and 49 million acres 

of farmland between 2006 and t he middle of 2009. The Report "lays 

bare the insidious role played by international financial institutions 

like the International Finance Corporation of the World Bank and 

Foreign Investment Advisory Service (FIAS), as well as rich nations, 

in promoting an d facilitating this widespread land re -appropriation."  

Royal Society  Reaping the Benefits  discusses "the need for a sustainable intensification' of 

global agriculture in which yields are increased without adverse environmental impact and 

without the cultivation of more land." The report sets out the challenges to food crop 

production a nd then goes on "to examine in detail the various technologies that might be 

used to enhance production, with the conclusion that a diversity of approaches are needed. 

Due to the scale of the challenge, no technology should be ruled out, and different 

stra tegies may need to be employed in different regions and circumstances. Finally, 

consideration is given to the consequences and complications of food crop innovation." It 

says that Research Councils in the UK should funnel at least £2 billion in funding ove r the 
next 10 years into research projects.  Research areas (pdf)  

Action Aid Report  'Hunger Free'  for  World Food  Day 2009  (2010 ) says ""Hunger begins with 

inequality," and then grows because of "perverse policies that treat food purely as a 

commodity, not a right"". The findings show that "some of the poorest countries in the 

world have made striking p rogress towards reducing hunger, while some wealthier countries 

are failing in their responsibility to end global hunger. The UK, which comes 8th out of 22 

developed countries, has overlooked the role of smallholder, subsistence and women 

farmers in increa sing food production, and puts too much faith in unaccountable bodies like 
the World Bank".  

International Food Policy Research Unit (IFPRI)  Global Hunger Index  reveals that the 

Democratic Republic of Congo has seen the steepest rise in hunger since 1990, followed by 

Burundi, the Comoros and Zimbabwe. However, some countries have dramatically improved 

levels of malnutrition since 1990, including Vietnam, Brazil, S audi Arabia and Mexico. The 

http://www.srfood.org/
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/food/index.htm
http://www.foei.org/en/media/archive/2009/we-can-feed-the-planet-and-save-the-world
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/?q=node/view/526
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/?q=node/view/526
http://royalsociety.org/Report_WF.aspx?pageid=11210&terms=Reaping+the+Benefits&fragment=&SearchType=&terms=Reaping%20the%20Benefits
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/web/FILES/Guidelines/funding_areas.pdf
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/102139/uk_lags_behind_europe_in_hunger_scorecard_on_world_food_day.html
http://www.rlc.fao.org/en/dma/dma2009/pdf/notainfo.pdf
http://www.fao.org/getinvolved/worldfoodday/en/
http://www.ifpri.org/pressrelease/new-global-hunger-index
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/?q=node/view/526
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survey suggests that empowering more women in developing countries through education 

and better access to jobs is a key to reducing world hunger. The 2009 GHI survey found a 

strong correlation between gender inequality and malnu trition rates for children.  

September  

 

DEFRA's Safeguarding our Soils  (pdf) sets out "how the government 

plans to halt and revers e the degradation of Englandôs soil over the next 

20 years, working with farmers and other land managers, developers, 

planners and construction companies to manage soil sustainably". 

The supporting Evidence Paper (pdf ), when discussing decline of Soil 

Organic Matter (SOM), play down the  old National Soil Inve ntory  which 

demonstrate a decline of 12 -15% SOM  in the years 1980 -95. That 

should make it easier for the government. For more -  see Soil 

Issues.  Natural England  'Save our Soils'  including  How to increase 

Carbon Storage in soils  (pdf)Feb 2010  

First Report of Council of Food Policy Advisers  identified three priority area s to focus on: 

Defining an environmentally sustainable, healthy diet, Government setting an example via 
public procurement, &  a UK fruit and vegetable strategy.  

Natural England  Fishing for the Future  says:  "Overfishing is one of the most significant 

environmental issues we face and it is clear from our research that the public are 

increasingly aware of the problems. Three quarters of the public would pay more for fish 
caught wit hout damaging the environment".  

IFPRI (the International Food Policy Research Institute)  Agriculture and climate change: An 

agenda for negotiation in Copenhagen  is a  series of briefing documents on what needs to 

form part of any Copenhagen deal with respect to agricultural mitigation and adaptation, 

where agriculture is both part of the problem and of the solution. The briefing documents 
look both at the technological  and institutional challenges that need to be overcome.   

Food  Ethics Council  magazine Food  Waste:  Dishing the 

Dirt  says:   

"Wasting food is costly, damages the environment and, in a 

world where a billion people are hungry, deeply unfair. But is 

simply cutting food waste enough to tackle these problems?"  

 

Joint FSA  DEFRA document  "GM crops and foods: Follow up to the Food Matters Report 

(pdf) ", says supermarkets are paying 10 -20%  more for the dwindling supplies of 

conventional maize and soya. Following a meeting with all the big retailers the report says: 

"Retailers were concerned that they may not be able to maintain their current supplies of  

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/land/soil/documents/soil-strategy.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/land/soil/documents/evidence-paper.pdf
http://sitem.herts.ac.uk/aeru/indicators/explorer/resource_d26.htm
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Charlie/Application%20Data/Adobe/Dreamweaver%20CS4/en_US/Configuration/ServerConnections/Sus%20Food/www.sustainablefood.com/public_html/guide/soilissue.html%23Anchor-Soi-42324
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Charlie/Application%20Data/Adobe/Dreamweaver%20CS4/en_US/Configuration/ServerConnections/Sus%20Food/www.sustainablefood.com/public_html/guide/soilissue.html%23Anchor-Soi-42324
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east_of_england/events/saveoursoils.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/ADAS_tcm6-17070.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/ADAS_tcm6-17070.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/policy/council/reports.htm
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/about_us/news/2009/100909.aspx
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/agriculture-and-climate-change
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/agriculture-and-climate-change
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/329
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/329
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/foodmattergmreport.pdf
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/foodmattergmreport.pdf
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non -GM sources of supply as producers increasingly adopt GM  Technology around the 
world".  

August  

 

New Economics Foundation (NEF)  Reframing the great food debate  sets out 

that "the notion of sustainable food (defined as 'food associated with high 

levels of well -being, social justice, stewardship and system resilience') can 

serve as the basis of an agenda for action with the objective o f re -orienting 

the food system so that its explicit objective is to enhance well -being, and 

as such is both fairer and greener."  

Campaign for Real  Farming  New Blogs pot  whose aim is "to show how to feed everyone who 

is ever liable to be born on to this Earth to the highest standards of nutrition and 
gastronomy, and to bring together the people who can make it happen."  

DEFRA's Food for the Future -  Food 2030  UK's first food security assessment, is a package 

of material on the future of our food system, that "discusses issues ranging from  how we 

can create a sustainable food system locally and globally, to the challenges of rising global 

demand for food and the ways in which food contributes to greenhouse gas emissions." It 
follows Select Committee recommendations (see below) closely.  

Thre e Wise Men  in  Washington Post  propose a 50 Year Farm Bill for "gradual, systemic 

change in American farming. The plan asks for $50 m illion annually for plant breeding and 

genetics research. But it also puts forward a new vision of agriculture, one that values not 

only yields but also local ecosystems, healthy food and rural communities".  

July  

Food Standards Agency  Organic Review  shows "that there are no important differences in 

the nutrition content, or any additional health benefits, of organic food when compared with 

conventionally produced food. "  Soil Association response  Bad Science: It's about capitalism 
not food.  FSA CEO's letter  

Horticulture's most influential organisation s have praised calls by MPs (EFRA  Committee 

below) to investigate the barriers to increasing food production in the UK.  Follow the 
comments!  

DEFRA Future of Farming  where Minister Benn says "Agriculture is at the heart of the two 

great global challenges we face ï food security and climate change. I want British farmers 

to produce as much food as possible ï and this is very important to maintaining our food 

security.  

EFRA Select Committee  report  Securing our food supplies to 2050  says: " UK SHOULD 

PRODUCE MORE FOOD, MORE SUSTAINABLY ".  The Chair the Rt Hon Michael Jack MP 

said:  "the "UK can play a leading role both in Europe and globally in making sure that our 

http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/re-framing-great-food-debate
http://campaignforrealfarming.blogspot.com/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/pdf/food2030strategy.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/21/AR2009072100645.html
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/jul/organic
http://www.soilassociation.org/News/NewsItem/tabid/91/smid/463/ArticleID/97/reftab/57/t/Soil-Association-response-to-the-Food-Standards-Agency-s-Organic-Review/Default.aspx
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/aug/01/bad-science-organic-food
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/aug/01/bad-science-organic-food
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/aug/letter
http://www.hortweek.com/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=HOW.News.Article.PC&sPageName=EdiblesProduction&nNewsID=924025
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/policy/farming-future/documents/farm-future-leaflet090709.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/environment__food_and_rural_affairs/efra_food_policy.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/environment__food_and_rural_affairs/efra_pn28_090721.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/environment__food_and_rural_affairs/efra_pn28_090721.cfm
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farmers and foo d industry can contribute effectively towards meeting the challenge of a 

world that will need to double its food output by 2050 whilst coping with the pressures of 

climate change as well as global plant and animal diseases. Every region of the UK has a 
contribution to makeò. Charlie was their Specialist Adviser.  

Working Paper  Can Totnes (Devon)  Feed Itself?  is "the most comprehe nsive look at, and is 

the first step in developing a national project and tool around, the óCan Britain Feed Itselfô 
question".  

Sustainable Development Commission's  paper  Food  Security and 

Sustainability:  The Perfect Fit  calls "for a new definition of food security in 

order to feed everyone sustainably , equitably and healthily ..and for.. the 

Government to make a clear statement of intent to encourage maximum 

levels of appropriate and sustainable food production in the UK".  

 

Tw o studies involving organic farming:  FAO Low Greenhouse Gas 

Agriculture  pdf "

"  

Environment for Development  in its study  Benefits of Organic Study as a Climate Change 

Adaptation  says :  "Organic agriculture, as an adaptation strategy to climate change and 

variability, is a c oncrete and promising option for rural communities and has additional 
potential as a mitigation strategy".  

 

National Geographic  magazine  "Global Food Crisis:  The End of 

Plenty"  says:   

 

"Modern society has relieved us of the burden of growing, 

harvesting, even preparing our daily bread, in exchange for 

the burden of simply paying for it. Only when prices rise do 

we take notice. And the consequences of ou r inattention are 

profound."  

 

http://transitionculture.org/2009/07/10/announcing-the-release-of-can-totnes-and-district-feed-itself/
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/presslist.php/101/sdc-stop-decline-in-uk-food-production
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/presslist.php/101/sdc-stop-decline-in-uk-food-production
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai781e/ai781e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai781e/ai781e00.pdf
http://www.efdinitiative.org/research/publications/publications-repository/benefits-of-organic-agriculture-as-a-climate-change-adaptation-and-mitigation-strategy-for-developing-countries
http://www.efdinitiative.org/research/publications/publications-repository/benefits-of-organic-agriculture-as-a-climate-change-adaptation-and-mitigation-strategy-for-developing-countries
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2009/06/cheap-food/bourne-text
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2009/06/cheap-food/bourne-text
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June  

Scientific American  Phosphorus Famine: The Threat to Our Food Supply  says:  "This 

underappre ciated resource -  a key component of fertilizers -  is still decades from running 

out. But we must act now to conserve it, or future agriculture could collapse"  . Peak 

Phosphate  

Worldwatch Institute  Mitigating Climate Change through Food and Land Use  "Land makes up 

a quarter of Earthôs surface, and its soil and plants hold three times as much carbon as the 

atmosphere. More than 3 0 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions arise from the land use 

sector.... only land -based or ñterrestrialò carbon sequestration offers the possibility today of 

large -scale removal of greenhouse gases from the atmosphere, through plant 
photosynthesis."  

McDonald's Europe  website  Flagship Farms  aims "to get people talking and sharing 
examples of sustainable farming practices".  

Scottish Government published their first  National Food &  Drink Policy  based on five work 

streams :  Sustainable economic growth, Healthy food choices, Food Security, g etting pu blic 
procurement right and celebrating Scotland as a land of food & drink. Hic  

Swedish  Guidelines promote  climate friendly food choices  and "recommend citizens to 

reduce their meat and rice consumption as a way of reducing greenhouse gas emissions". 

The first of their kind, the guidelines are now being sent out for reactions and inspiration 

from other EU coun tries.  

Sustainable Development Commission  says  UK must rethink its Food Policy.  Jonathon Porritt 

SDC Chair at Camden Lecture launched 'a sharp attack on the government's Sustainable 
Farming and  Food Strategy. It was, he said "no longer fit for purpose".'  

British Retail Consortium  Retailers Record in Obesity Fight  Report where "retailers are 

demonstrating the effectiveness of working with customers to help them make the lifestyle 

changes needed in the fight against obesity."  

May  

Post Carbon Institute  Food and Farming Transition:  Toward a Post Carbon Food System  says 

"The American food system rests on an unstable foundation of massive fossil fuel inputs. It 

must be reinvented in the face of declining fuel stocks. The new food system will use less 

energy, and the energy it uses will come from renewable sources. We can begin the 

transition to the new system immediately through a process of planned, graduated, rapid 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=phosphorus-a-looming-crisis
http://energybulletin.net/node/33164
http://energybulletin.net/node/33164
http://www.worldwatch.org/node/6126
http://flagshipfarms.eu/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Food-Industry/national-strategy
http://www.euractiv.com/en/cap/sweden-promotes-climate-friendly-food-choices/article-183349
http://www.peopleandplanet.net/?lid=29087&topic=23&section=34
http://www.brc.org.uk/details04.asp?id=1575
http://www.postcarbon.org/food
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change. The unplanned alternative - reconstruction from scratch after collapse -would be 

chaotic and tragic."  

Ferdinand Dimadura  Film  Chicken a la Carte  first shown at the Berlin Short Film is about 

"the hunger and poverty brought about by Globalization" and is most popular viewing at 
"Green Unplugged" Film Festival. Watch it here. ..  

Dept of Health  Sustainable Food: a guide for Hospitals  "describes why the sustainability of 

food is important; provides guidance on what hospitals can do to improve the sustainability 

of the food they provide to patients, staff and visitors; and advises on how hospital s can 
assure the sustainability of their food service provision."  

International Food Policy Research Institute  Land Grabbing by Foreign Investors in 

Developing Countries  says that "One of the lingering effects of the food price crisis of 2007 ï

08 on the world food system is the proliferating acquisition of farmland in developing 

countries by other countries seeking to ensure their f ood supplies."  UK companies have 

bought/leased/secured nearly 200,00 hectares in Africa. Check out the map of who is 

buying what, why, and where.  

April  

Food  Ethics Council's  Future Scenarios for the 

UK Food System  was "developed as part of our two -

year research project on sustainable food 

distribution, these scenarios help us think about how 

the UKôs food system could develop over the next 

couple of decades, and highlight po ssible future 

trends that have received scant attention in policy 

and business initiatives on food distribution."  

 

DEFRA & Deloitte  Public Sector Food Procurement Initiative  An Evaluation  "shows that the 

PSFPI has had a positive impact on the progress of public procurement towards a more 

sustainable model with the lim ited funding and resources dedicated to it over the last five 

years" Evidence of this success is presented in the report, which also identifies areas where 
performance could be improved.  

RELU (Rural Economy and Land Use)  Implications of a Nutrit ion driven Food Policy for 

Countryside pdf  investigates "the effectiveness of policies designed to promote healthy 

http://www.cultureunplugged.com/play/1081/Chicken-a%20la%20Carte
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_098881
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/land-grabbing-foreign-investors-developing-countries
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/land-grabbing-foreign-investors-developing-countries
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/162
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/node/162
http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/policy/publicsectorfood/documents/090311-PSFPI-%20evaluation.pdf
http://www.relu.ac.uk/news/policy%20and%20practice%20notes/PPN6%20Traill.pdf
http://www.relu.ac.uk/news/policy%20and%20practice%20notes/PPN6%20Traill.pdf
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eating, the potential for modified agricultural husbandry methods to prod uce healthier food 
products, and the implications for the countryside".  

Gillian Tett  (Financial  Journalist of the year)  Fools Gold  says :  "If you as a 

consumer just buy crap food and don't ask what's in it, what it's doing to your 

body, how it's being procured, that is a real derogation of responsibility" and "not 

asking questions about how money goes round the world, who c ontrols it and if 

it's sustainable is a derogation too".  

 

New Economics Foundation (NEF)  Green Stimulus or Similus?  concluded:  "the UK economy 

faces a triple crunch: a recession triggered by a major credit crisis, the looming reality of 

runaway climate change and critical resource depletion. As a result we face serious 

challenges to our livelihoods and increasing threats to our fuel and f ood security." (We need 

a closer study of the links between food sustainability, security and 'green new deal').  

March  

Roberts Inc  Pacific Sustainability Index of C onsumer Food, Food Production &  Beverage 

Sectors Analysis  is "to acquaint students with environmental and social issues facing the 

worldôs industries, and the ways in which industry approaches and resolves these issues." It 
puts Coca Cola and Pepsi at the top of the PSI ( shome mishtake shurely? ).  

Dept. for Innovation, Universities &  Skills  Potential to increase the productivity of wheat 

& oilseed rape in the UK  concludes: "It will be important to consider how a push for 

productivity will change not only the extent of public investments but their character -  

clearly there will an extent to which the focus of plant sci ence will need to be on  both the 

laboratory and the field. and there may be structural repercussions of such a re -emphasis. 

For example, an enthusia sm for educ ation in the sciences of primary production may need 
to be rekindled, since skills shortages in agriculture are now clea rly evident".  

Smith Institute  Feeding Britain (pdf)  says :"At the global level, population growth, economic 

growth in key emerging countries, changing dietary patterns, finite land a vailability, climate 

change, challenges to the availability of key resources, the energy challenge, and a 

slowdown in the rate of growth of food productivity all point towards the need for new 

thinking. We tend to think of these issues in an international context, but in a globalised 
world they will inevitably affect the UK."  

Institute for Agriculture &  Trade Pol icy  in  Integrated Solutions to the Water, Agriculture  and 

Climate Crises  says:  "this year, three major international meetings seek to identify solutions 

to the water, food and climate crises: the World Water Forum (March), the UN Commission 

on Sustainable Development (May) and the United Nations Framework Co nvention on 

Climate Change (December). The time is ripe to identify the interconnections between the 

three crises and develop complementary policy options and action steps."  

UK Chief Scientist John Beddington also warns:  "A "perfect storm " of food shortages, scarce 

water and insufficient energy resources threaten to unleash public unrest, cross -border 
conflicts and mass  migration as people flee from the worst -affected regions" at  

http://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/1408701642/ref=dp_top_cm_cr_acr_txt?ie=UTF8&showViewpoints=1
http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/green-stimulus-or-simulus
http://www.roberts.cmc.edu/PSI/ScoringSheets/Q_34Food.pdf
http://www.roberts.cmc.edu/PSI/ScoringSheets/Q_34Food.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http:/www.dius.gov.uk/partner_organisations/office_for_science/science_in_government/key_issues/food_security/increase_productivity
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http:/www.dius.gov.uk/partner_organisations/office_for_science/science_in_government/key_issues/food_security/increase_productivity
http://www.smith-institute.org.uk/file/FeedingBritain.pdf
http://www.iatp.org/iatp/press.cfm?refID=105479
http://www.iatp.org/iatp/press.cfm?refID=105479
http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/1801397/chief-scientist-warns-perfect-storm-resource-shortages-2030
http://www.borders.co.uk/book/fools-gold-how-unrestrained-greed-corrupted-a-dream-shattered-global-markets-and-unleashed-a-catastrophe/1185326/





































